
Agents kidnap girl to punish mother
for loan default
TNN Oct 13, 2010, 02.53am IST

NARSIPATNAM: Agents of a micro-finance company
allegedly abducted a 10-year-old girl to "punish" her mother
for failing to repay their weekly loan instalment at Narsipatnam in Andhra Pradesh's
Visakhapatnam district.

Daralamma, a daily wage labourer, filed a police complaint on Tuesday, saying the agents
abducted her daughter, Durga Anushka, on Saturday last when she was away in Anakapally
for medical treatment. "My sister said the agents accompanied by three self-help group
women came to our home and took away my daughter. They had threatened her that they
would release Anushka only after I clear the dues," Daralamma said.
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Daralamma had taken a loan of Rs 18,000 from the company after her husband's death
some time ago. She was paying a weekly instalment of Rs 405. She said women
accompanying the agents belong to her village in Koyyuru mandal. "I thought they would
bring back my daughter. But my worries grew when Anushka didn't come home even on
Tuesday," she said.

Police are investigating the case. "We've sent a team to Marripalem to bring back the girl,"
said a police officer. In a similar incident, a woman was taken away and later released for
not paying her weekly dues last week. State police chief K Aravinda Rao said the cops would
take action against such companies. Andhra Pradesh CM K Rosaiah said that the state
would soon issue an ordinance to prevent harassment of rural poor by agents of the micro
finance companies.
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